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If you live long enough- A rare presentation of concomitant cancer 

Abstract: 

Incidence of co-existent multiple cancers in one patient are unfortunate conditions and can 

be detected as synchronous or metachronous tumors. Primary tumor with other types of 

malignancy has been published in the literature; however duration upon detection of these 

concomitant tumors varies from case to case. Here we present women who diagnosed for 

breast CA with concomitant clear cell renal carcinoma after good period of 14 years in her 

routine surveillance imaging. 

Case presentation: 

 A 56 years old lady diagnosed for right breast infiltrating lobular carcinoma (T3N1M0) in 2009 

was under Hospital Univesiti Sains Malaysia (HUSM) for surveillance follow up with imaging. 

She underwent mastectomy and axillary clearance in 2009 and HPE came out as infiltrating 

lobular carcinoma with positive hormonal status. After uneventful recovery, patient was 

subjected for adjuvant chemo and radiotherapy followed by hormonal therapy for five years. 

She was under HUSM follow up since then for her routine clinical examination and imaging. 

This unfortunate patient was diagnosed for left renal tumor in 2020 from her CT scan and 

case was referred to Urology unit for expert opinion and management. After the 

multidisciplinary meeting patient was subjected for left partial nephrectomy for the newly 

diagnosed renal cell carcinoma.HPE of left renal mass came out as clear cell carcinoma and 

started with tyrosine kinase inhibitor (TKI) therapy after consulted with Oncology. 

 

Discussion: 

Co-existence or multiple primary tumors in one patient is a rare condition and classify as 

synchronous or metachronous primary tumors. The frequency of synchronous neoplasms is 

less common than metachronous tumors (1) and the incidence is reported between 0.73 to 

11.7% (2). Multiple primary cancers must fulfill these three criteria; I) Each tumor must fulfill 

the criteria for its own tumor properties, II) The two tumors must be sufficiently distant from 



 

each other, III) It should be excluded with certainty that the second tumor is not the 

metastasis of the index tumor (3). The aetiology for multiple primary tumors is environmental 

factors such as tobacco, occupation, pollution, radiation, genetic predisposition, hormonal 

factors and medical treatment (4). The treatment strategy and prognosis for this multiple 

primary tumors depends on co morbidity of patient, age and life expectancy and character of 

tumor itself. The ideal approach will be simultaneous resection of multiple primary tumors; 

however it depends to patient condition and tumor behavior. In certain circumstances, 

surgeons prefer to do resection of the aggressive tumor first followed by another multiple 

primary tumor.  

 

Conclusions: 

Prolong life expectancy in the current era with advancement of medical technology, early 

detection of malignancy and treatment can lead to more incidences of multiple primary 

tumors in the future. Appropriate screening and surveillance protocol needed to tackle the 

multiple primary tumors in a cancer patient.  
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